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Heonorable D. Scott Damels

Presiding Judge of the Superior Courl
Solano Superior Court

Hall of Justice

601 Union Avenug

Fairfield, CA 94533

Dear Mr. Daniels:

The California Medical Faeility (CMF} is in receipt of the 2009-2010 Soluna County Grand Jury
Report. The following is my response to the findings and recommendations of this report:

FINDING 1:- Budget cuts to staff and Education are detrimental to helping an inmate
prepare for re-entry into society.

RECOMMENDATION 1: The Department of Corrections and Rchabilitations should
restore those funds that were removed from the Educational Programs. All programs
should continue to be taught by qualified professionals and supported by inmate tutnrs,
The inmate tutors® sequired skills could be used for future employment upon release.

As part of the recently enacted state budget, the California legislature approved a $1.2 billion
reduction o the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR). As a result,
CDCR has implemented a $250 million reduction in adull rehabilitative programs, including
academic, vocational, and substance abuse for inmates and parolees. These culs represent over a
third of last vear’s budget for Adult Programs, not including specific programs for parolees and
female offenders.

FINDING 2:- Due to budget cuts, the Occupational Therapy Unit (OUT) is being cut back.
When the paticnt inmate supplies his own materials, he can selt his work. By selling this
work, the patient inmate is able to generate State sales tax, contribute to his restitution
fund to pay back victims and deposit money into his prison account. The selling aspect of
the program was terminated four years ago because the inmates were using state fanded
materials for inmate profit.

RECOMMENDATION 2: In light of the therapeutie benefits for the inmate, every effort
should be made to preserve the OUT program. Previously inmate art was sold to the
public at CMF. The restitution of the sales program of inmate art could defray the cost of

the program (supplies).

There were throc separate programs for inmates at CMF allowing inmates Lo enjoy the benefit of
handicrafts such as art, painting, leather work and pottery making.



